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Thank you inviting me to share some of the data weôve been collecting on the 

poverty issue. Most of you have heard some version of this presentation over 

the last six months, so Iôve tried to add some fresh data that you havenôt seen 

before. The bulk of the numbers youôll see today come from the 2006 American 

Community Survey report issued by the Census Bureau in August and 

September of this year. Iôve included comparisons from the 2000 census where 

appropriate. Iôve deleted from this presentation some of my statistics-class 

explanation about the data, but Iôm more than happy to discuss the limitations of 

survey-based data. Also, Iôve tried to compile income and poverty indicators 

from sources other than the census reports, because it all tends to point in the 

same direction. In other words, this isnôt some sort of statistical anomaly that 

popped up in a survey. Iôve asked Mary Atchison from United Way to join me 

today, because she can talk about some of the community response already 

underway.
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The data weôll be reviewing today comes primarily from the 2006 American 

Community Survey. One limitation is that the census only has ACS data for 

cities and counties of more than 65,000 people. So a lot of the data Iôll focus on 

today will deal with Fort Collins. Itôs not meant to shortchange Loveland and 

other Larimer County communities, but we donôt have much choice. However, 

with most of the data Iôm able to subtract the Fort Collins numbers from the total 

county numbers to give us a look at whatôs happening in the county outside of 

Fort Collins. One thing youôll notice from this approach is that the growth in 

poverty is heavily concentrated in Fort Collins, though trends arenôt good 

elsewhere in the county.


